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Overview

• Mercury

• Negotiation process

• Interim activities

• Lead and cadmium

• Persistent organic pollutants

• SAICM

• Secretariat

• Implementation of the Global Plan of Action
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Mercury - negotiation process 

UNEP Governing Council Decision 

25/5
• Agreed to:

• Elaborate a legally binding instrument on mercury, which could 
include both binding and voluntary approaches

• Continue and enhance, as part of the international action on 
mercury, the existing work

• Intergovernmental negotiating committee to be 
convened and supported by UNEP, with negotiations to 
commence in 2010 and to be completed prior to the 27th

regular session of the GC/GMEF in 2013
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Mercury - negotiation process 
Global instrument to include 

provisions on:

• Objectives; 

• Reduction of supply and enhance capacity for sound storage;

• Reduction of demand;

• Reduction of international trade;

• Reduction of atmospheric emissions;

• Waste and remediation of contaminated sites

• Increasing knowledge;

• Capacity-building and technical and financial assistance; 

• Compliance

• INC should also consider:
flexibility, tailored approaches to specific sectors, availability of Hg free alternatives, 
cooperation and coordination, prioritization of sources co-benefits of conventional 
controls and other environmental benefits, organization, addressing risks to human health 
and the environment
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Mercury – negotiation process

studies requested by GC25/5

Study to investigate costs of emission reductions 
• Terms of reference developed in consultation with key governments

• Study to be available to inform INC2

• Study to provide information on unintentional emissions as well as emissions 
from use of mercury in products and processes

• Questionnaire to gather information developed

• Work underway to gather information from coal sector in 4 key 
developing countries

• Guidance document on best methods to reduce emissions in 
development

Updating of emissions study – for GC 27 (2013)
• Initial consultations with GESAMP and UNECE about cooperative activities

• Work to provide updated emissions study will start formally in 2010
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Mercury – negotiation process

Progress since GC25
OEWG – 19 to 23 October 2009, Bangkok Thailand

• 101 Governments, 1 REIO, 6 IGOs + NGOs (civil society and industry) 

• To prepare for the work of the INC commencing in June 2010

• Discussed and agreed:

• Draft rules of procedure to be recommended to the INC

• Structure of the Bureau

• Work for the Secretariat to undertake in preparation for INC1

• Some regional groups agreed their bureau members to be nominated at the INC

• Received information sessions: mercury supply and storage; artisanal and small-scale gold 
mining; mercury in products and waste.

• Also pre-meeting events: (i) addressing primary mercury mining in Kyrgyzstan; (ii) mercury 
storage

Regional meetings
• Africa (Nairobi, Aug 2009); Asia-Pacific (Beijing, Nov 2009); Europe (Lodz, Dec 2009)

• Latin America-Caribbean meeting to be held early 2010

Preparation for INCs
• INC 1: 7-11 June 2010 Stockholm Sweden, logistical arrangements underway with 

government of Sweden

• Tentative schedule established for remaining 4 INCs

• Conference of plenipotentiaries late 2013

• Possible hosts for a number of INCs have been identified. 
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Mercury – interim activities

UNEP Global Mercury Partnership

• 44 partners – Governments, IGOs, NGOs including many associations 
and umbrella organisations

• 7 key partnership areas:

• Mercury management in artisanal and small-scale gold mining

• Mercury control from coal combustion

• Mercury reduction from the chlor-alkali industry

• Mercury reduction in products

• Mercury air transport and fate research

• Mercury waste management

• Mercury supply and storage

Inventories

• Guidance document being field tested in African countries; results will 
be used to improve guidance for more 

• Mercury toolkit ‘lite’ under development
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Lead and cadmium

Finalization of the scientific reviews (2009/10):
• Calls for information prepared for circulation to more than 130 working group 

members to contribute to the final reviews

Studies on possible effects on human health and the environment 
trade of products containing Pb, Cd and Hg (2009/10):
• African study to be completed by end 2009

• Further studies in Asia and Latin America under development for completion by 
late 2010

Partnership on Clean Fuels and Vehicles:

• Public – Private partnership to remove lead compounds from vehicle fuels

• Supporting a further 10 countries to move away from leaded fuel during 
2010/11

Global Alliance to eliminate lead in paint:
• UNEP and WHO responding to SAICM ICCM2 Resolution II/4 B calling on them 

to serve as a joint secretariat for a global partnership to phase out lead in paints 

• Initial partners meeting planned for March 2010
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Persistent Organic Pollutants

To strengthen implementation and monitoring of the MEAs on 
chemicals and waste:

• Building capacity of Parties to plan and implement priority actions
• Strengthening POPs implementation in African LDCs

• Institutional strengthening for POPs implementation in SIDS

• Improved guidance and best practices for Parties to address their 
obligations

• Reviews and updates of the standard toolkit for identification and quantification of PCDD/PCDF 
releases

• Tools and methodologies for management of POPs, including newly-listed POPs, and POPs
wastes

• Demonstrating sustainable alternatives to DDT in disease vector management (with WHO)

• PCB management: regional approach in W Africa, mining industry in Latin America

• PRTRs as reporting mechanisms for the chemicals and waste MEAs

• Monitoring the effectiveness of actions
• Support to implementation of the Global Monitoring Plan for POPs

• Laboratory networks, intercalibration and capacity building for POPs analysis
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SAICM - Secretariat

UNEP providing the SAICM secretariat
• Supporting the ICCM and its subsidiary bodies

• Promoting the implementation of the Global Plan of Action

• Providing administrative support to the SAICM Quick Start Programme

• Supporting regional networks

• Developing a series of “sectoral dialogues” to energize and facilitate increased 
engagement in SAICM from the main interested sectors: agriculture, environment, 
health, industry, labour and science

ICCM2 (May 2009)
• Emerging issues: “lead in paint”; “chemicals in products”, “hazardous substances 

within the life cycle of electrical and electronic products” and “nanotechnologies 
and manufactured nanomaterials”

• “managing perfluorinated chemicals and the transition to safer alternatives"

• Modalities for considering emerging policy issues
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UNEP assisting the implementation of SAICM

• mainstreaming of chemicals management into development planning 

(partnership with UNDP – chemicals component of PEI) 

• Health and Environment Initiative (with WHO)

• Global Alliance to eliminate lead in paint (with WHO)

• Chemicals in products

• e-waste (DTIE input to partnership led by SBC and UNIDO)

• Development of a Global Chemicals Outlook

• Development of monitoring, evaluation and progress reporting

SAICM - Implementation of 
the Global Plan of Action
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